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SEPTEMBER 24 (legislative day, SepremMsBer 19), 1951.—Ordered to be printed 


Mr. McCarran, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted the 
following 


REPORT 


{To accompany §, 659] 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill 
(S. 659) for the relief of Ritsuko Chojin, having considered the same, 
reports favorably thereon with an amendment in the nature of a sub- 
stitute and recommends that the bill, as amended, do pass. 


AMENDMENT 


Strike all after the enacting clause and insert in lieu thereof the 
following: 
That notwithstanding the provisions of section 13 (c) of the Immigration Act 
of 1924, as amended, Ritsuko Chojin, the wife of Masakatsu Chojin, a United 
States citizen, may be admitted to the United States for permanent residence if 
she is found to be otherwise admissible under the provisions of the immigration 
laws. 

PURPOSE OF THE BILL 


The purpose of the bill, as amended, is to remove the racial barrier 
to admission into the United States in behalf of the Japanese wife of 
a citizen of the United States. The bill has been amended to conform 
with the language used in previous bills of this nature. 


STATEMENT OF FACTS 


The beneficiary of the bill is a native and citizen of Japan who was 
married to Masakatsu (Benny) Chojin, an American citizen, on 
November 3, 1949, at the American consulate in Yokohama, Japan. 
Mr. Chojin was born in 1912 in Oakland, Calif., and presently resides 
in Lawrence, Mass., where he is engaged in the baby chicken business. 
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Without the waiver provided for in the bill, the beneficiary of the bill 
will be unable to join her American citizen husband in this country. 

A letter dated August 13, 1951, to the chairman of the Senate 
Committee on the Judiciary from the Deputy Attorney General with 
reference to the case, reads as follows: 

Auacust 13, 1951. 
Hon. Pat McCarran, 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, 
United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 

My Dear Senator: This is in response to your request for the views of the 
Department of Justice relative to the bill (S$. 659) for the relief of Ritsuko Chojin, 
an alien. 

The bill would provide that notwithstanding the provisions of section 13 (ce) 
of the Immigration Act of 1924, as amended, Ritsuko Chojin, the Japanese wife 
of an American citizen, shall, if otherwise admissible under the immigration laws, 
be admitted to the United States for permanent residence as a nonquota immigrant 
under the provisions of section 4 (a) of that act. 

The files of the Immigration and Naturalization Service of this Department 
disclose that Mrs. Chojin was born in Japan and is, presently residing in Hiro- 
shima, Japan. Her husband, Masakatsu (Benny) Chojin, is a native-born 
citizen of the United States, having been born on June 27, 1912, in Oakland, Calif. 
He is presently residing in Lawrence, Mass. Mr. Chojin stated that he has been 
conducting his own baby-chick sexor business since 1940, that he is able to 
separate 1,000 day-old eggs an hour, usually receiving about 1 cent an egg, and 
that his bank balance on’ March 16, 1951, was $3,700.92. Mr. Chojin further 
stated that his total income for 1950 was $5,403, and that since 1946, he has been 
sending to his wife, of whom he is the sole support, a sum of money approximating 
$50 a month. His father and mother reside in Nagatsuko, Gion, Asa, Hiroshima, 
Japan. 

According to Mr. Chojin, he made his first trip to Japan with his mother when 
he was 2 years of age, returning to the United States in March 1931, through the 
port of San Francisco. On his second trip to Japan, he left San Francisco, in 
June 1949, returning through that port on November 21, 1949. He departed on 
his last trip for Japan from the port of San Francisco in June 1950, returning 
through the same port on September 23, 1950. Mr. Chojin stated that he was 
first marriéd by proxy in 1942, to Miss Ritsuko Yamada, that when he returned 
to Japan in 1949 he was advised by the American consul at Yokohama, Japan, 
that it would be necessary for him to divorce his wife to permit him to perform a 
civil marriage, and that he and his wife subsequently were remarried by the 
American consul at Yokohama, on November 8, 1949. 


Since Mrs. Chojin is of the Japanese race, she is inadmissible to the United 
States for permanent residence under the provisions of section 13 (ec) of the 
Immigration Act of 1924 In the absence of general or special legislation she 
will not be eligible to enter the United States for permanent residence. Mrs. 


Chojin’s ease is similar, however, to that of many other aliens who wish to come 
to the United States for permanent residence, but who are unable to do so either 
because they are ineligible to citizenship or because the quotas to which they are 
chargeable are oversubscribed. The record fails to present any facts which would 
justify the enactment of special legislation granting her a preference over these 
other aliens. 

Accordingly, the Department of Justice is unable to recommend the enactment 
of this bill. 

Yours sincerely, 
Peyton Forp, 
De puty Attorney General. 


Senator Henry Cabot Lodge, Jr., the author of the bill, has sub- 
mitted the following information in support of the bill: 


AFFIDAVIT 


I. Masakatsu Chojin, of Lawrence in the County of Essex and Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts, being first duly sworn, do depose and say: 

(1) That Iam the husband of Ritsuko Chojin, a Japanese citizen, and desire her 
entry from Japan so that we may live togetheras husband and wife. Wehave been 








RITSUKO CHOJIN 3 


engaged since 1939, and have been married since November 3, 1949. Because of 
my wife’s ineligibility for entry to the United States of America, we have been 
forced to live separately. I am engaged in a well-paying occupation, and feel 
certain that I can support my wife and look after her well-being. 

(2) Ritsuko Chojin’s present activities are: Assisting her mother with their 
housekeeping, and attending English school. 

(3) My wife is entirely dependent upon mysclf for her support, and I have been 
sending regular monthly sums to defray her expenses. 

(4) She is not, nor has never been engaged in any activities, political or other- 
wise, injurious to the American public interest. 

(5) She has never been convicted of any offense under any Federal or State law 
whatsoever. 

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and seal this 2d day of March 
1951. 


{SEAL} MasaAKATsuU CHOJIN. 


Marcu 2, 1951. 
THE State or New HAmpsuHire, 
County of Hillsborough, 8s: 
Then personally appeared the above named Masakatsu Chojin, and made 
oath that the above statements by him subscribed are true. 
Before me, 
[SEAL] NEIL KASDAN, 
Notary Publie. 
My commission expires September 8, 1953. 


} 


To the Honorable Members of the Immigration and Naturalization Subcommittee 
of the Senate Committee on the Judiciary in re S. 659 for the relief of Ritsuko 
Chojin: 

Masakatsu Chojin, husband of Ritsuko Chojin, was born at Oakland, Calif., 

June 27, 1912. In 1914, his parents took him with them to Hiroshima, Japan, 

where he stayed until 1931, during which time he finished grammar school and 


high school. In 1931, he returned to the United States and worked at Piedmont, 
Calif., until 1934 as a gardener. He then moved to Alameda, Calif., where he 
attended aeronautical scheol until 1936, and became a licensed pilot. At that 
time he moved to Guadalupe, Calif., to work as a vegetable packer. In 1939 he 


attended the baby-chick sexing school at Los Angeles, Calif., and became engaged 
to Ritsuko Yamada. He moved to Hartford, Conn., in 1940, emploved as a 
chick-sexor, and then moved the same vear to Manchester, N. H., where he lived 
until 1946. He then moved to Lawrence, Mass., where his permanent residence 
remains. In June of 1949, he went to Japan and was married to Ritsuko Yamada 
in the presence of Thomas H. Murfin, vice consul of the United States of America, 
at the American Consulate Building at Yokohama, Japan, on the 3d day of No- 
vember 1949. The parties signed in Mr. Murfin’s presence the notification of 
marriage required by article 775 of the Japanese Civil Code. He returned to 
Lawrence, Mass., in November 1949, and visited his wife in Japan in June 1950. 

Masakatsu Chojin registered for the draft at Los Angeles, October 16, 1940. 
In March 1941, he was called for his physical examination at Manchester, N. H. 
He was classified [V—C at that time, and subsequently, on December 21, 1945, was 
reclassified IV-A. He made no objection to serving his country and sought no 
deferment. He was found to be physically unfit, and for that reason alone was 
never inducted into the Armed Forces. In June of 1945, he paid his own expenses 
when he traveled to Minneapolis, Minn., and volunteered for duty as an inter- 
preter for the United States Army. He received no response to his application, 
though versed in the language and custom of Japan. He has always been a good 
citizen of the United States of America, and has never acted to the detriment or 
dishonor of himself or his country. He is not now, nor has never been a member 
of a subversive group, nor has he ever sought the overthrow of our democratic 
form of Government by force and arms nor by any other means. He is precluded 
from bringing his wife into the United States of America under Public Law 717 
of the Eighty-first Congress, only because of his failure to qualify physically as a 
member of the Armed Forces. 

It is, therefore, his plea that he be granted permission to bring his wife to this 
country so that they may live together as husband and wife. 
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Ritsuko Chojin nee Yamada, was born in Japan on July 27, 1919, of Japanese 
parents. Her mother is Tsuma Harada Yamada; her father Niichi Yamada, presi- 
dent of the Hikari Insurance Co., of Miyazaki, Japan. She has been a resident of 
Hiroshima, Japan, all of her life, except from 1946 to 1948, when she attended 
sewing and cooking school in Tokyo, Japan. Her present residence is 19 Hatsuk- 
aichi Saeki, Hiroshima, Japan. She is a graduate of Hatsukaichi Grammar 
School and Yamanaka Girl’s High School, and is licensed as a teacher of the art of 
arranging flowers. As a member of the Hiroshima Nagarekawa Methodist 
Church, she is attending English classes sponsored by said church. 


The committee, after consideration of all the facts in the case, is of 


the opinion that the bill (S. 659), as amended, should be enacted, 
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